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Words from our Pastor 

Dear Faith United Church of God family and friends, 

On May 12, it will be exactly one year since I started as your pastor. We’ve had an amazing year together. 
We’ve studied the scripture, celebrated baptisms, mourned at funerals, traveled to Belize, sang together at an 
old-fashioned hymn sing, experienced new life through new church babies, and many more moments of shared 
experiences. I can honestly say the last year has been one of the best years of my life. It is an honor to be so 
well loved by you.   

I never would have thought, this is how we’d wrap up year one of my ministry, as a separated congregation, 
worshipping exclusively online. As I preached on April 26, I long for the church with the love and affection of 
Jesus Christ, the way Paul longed for the Philippians. I miss you. I miss worshipping together, I miss board 
meetings, I miss pop-in visitors to the office. I miss all you.  

The coronavirus has devastated the lives of so many people, through the loss of life, the loss of jobs and 
business, and the loss of community. Many of us, including myself, are mourning. We are grieving the change 
of life so suddenly. So many things have changed because of Covid-19.  

Somethings remain the same, we are still Faith United Church of God. We are still a community that 
worships together, serves together, and grows together. We still believe, the words of Jesus from Matthew 
28:20, “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

You’ll notice this newsletter is a little different from our previous newsletters. This is a special edition called, 
“Quarantine Stories.” I’ve asked people from across the congregation to share with you, their thoughts and 
experiences of life right now. These notes and stories serve as a reminder that we are all in this together.  

My first year has your pastor has been memorable. I can’t wait to see what the next years of ministry will be 
like here at Faith United and I look forward to the day when we can worship safely together again in one place.  

With the deepest love and affection of Christ,  
Pastor Emily 
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Morris Family – 

Chad and Jenny- I can’t really think of anything 
that hasn’t been changed by “Stay safe, Stay home.” 
Our work hours and expectations have changed, pay 
has changed and the policies to keep us safe change 
daily. The transition from parent to parent, 
homemaker, physical therapist, and now teacher has 
been a big one!  But there have been positives too- I 
get to be more actively involved in what the kids are 
learning and have remembered that I really do still 
love to learn.  The kids Bible work has given us the 
opportunity to study the Bible more together which 
can’t be a bad thing! And we have had more time to 
enjoy the spring weather when it sticks around! We 
are missing our closest friends, worry about our 
extended family, and are just doing our best to make 
this as normal of a not normal situation for our kids. 
We miss our Faith United family and can’t wait 
until we can be back together again in person. 
Praying for our whole church family! 

Dylan- I miss going to church and school. I miss 
my friends. I do get a lot more time to play games 
with my parents including video games. I ride my 
bike a lot too. Sometimes it is cool that my mom is 
my teacher now and sometimes... not so much! 

Caitlyn- I play with my sister ALOT! I am doing 
zoom dance classes and listening to lots of music, 
especially Lauren Daigle. I miss my friends at 
school and dance and I really miss Penny from 
church 

Adelyn- Her most common quote is “after the 
coronavirus is over can we....” I like playing with 
Caitlyn too. I miss Grayson (PreK friend) and my 
church friends too! 

 

 

 
Barb Bleiler – 

Oh, I love our church family beyond words. I sure 
miss being in church. But one of these days we will 
be back together. And we will have a big party. Our 
church is the most loving group of people. I am 
waiting until we can all be back together.  

Stay at Home thoughts from the mind of  
Caleb Pokora – 

What do you like about having to stay at home? 
I get to watch TV.  LOTS of TV! 
I get to help Mom with her files doing numbers 

and letters. 
I actually like to do some of my chores!  I get to 

fold towels.  LOTS and LOTS of towels! 
I love to be part of my family and doing fun 

things with them.  
What don’t you like about having to stay at 

home? 
I can’t see my friends from Faith United.  
My Mom won’t let me do my chores like taking 

out the trash or getting the mail. 
I can’t go to work; I can’t go to class; I can’t do 

my CLS; I can’t go to Camp Sunshine this summer.  
How has staying at home changed you? 
I’ve learned to wash my hands more often.  
I’ve learned I can have fun driving in the car to 

watch birds.  
I’ve been excited to take walks. 
What has God taught you? 
That I’m safe. 
That I have a fun family who sings and laughs, 

but they are really goofy.  
He keeps me calm and I take deep breaths and He 

keeps me safe.  
What would you like to tell your friends at Faith 

United?   
I loved to see them every week when I greeted 

them and I love to read scripture.  
You are still my family and my friends and I love 

you very much. 
John and Karen and Faith are well and continue 

to keep their (fairly) normal schedule. 
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Erika Irving – 

What day is it? I catch myself checking my phone 
more often these days because I can’t remember 
during this strange time of “life interrupted," and I 
grieve a bit for the life we had.  

We’re living a seismic shift from our former 
lives. There’s anxiety about the unknown. Each of 
us is experiencing it differently and dealing with our 
own stresses. I don’t have to list them, you know 
what they are. How do we adjust? My go-to right 
now is nature. Keeping the bird feeders filled. 
Grabbing a seat outside to just close my eyes and 
feel the sun on my face. Listening to the sounds of 
nature. Taking a walk and showing I care about 
others by doing my part to socially distance.  

And nothing pulls me out of a funk like doing 
something for someone else. Making a phone call. 
Writing a note or sending an email. Reminding 
someone I care and reminding them, and myself, 
that we’re all in this together. 

As I write this it is Earth Day 2020. I just heard 
again there are clearer skies in some places because 
of less pollution as we spend more time at home. I 
am grateful for this little piece of good news and am 
inspired to try to do more for this beautiful planet 
God has given us. (Can I give up Ziploc bags?! The 
thought gives me anxiety!)  

Monday morning prayer gathering has inspired 
me to return to the Psalms.  (COMMERCIAL 
INTERRUPTION:  Join us! If I can figure how to 
use Zoom, anyone can!) Today I read Psalm 103:2  
“Let all that I am praise the LORD ; may I never 
forget the good things he does for me.” Count your 
blessings. We still have so much to be grateful for 
and God is at work during these challenging times. I 
see it all around me. 

And how we look forward to our Sunday morning 
services! That connection with our church family 
grounds us and has been so meaningful for Jeff and 
me. And aren’t we all glad that’s not a 2-way 
screen?! The 2 of us trying to carry a tune at the 
kitchen table Is. Not. Pretty. 

What day is it? It’s one day closer to the day we 
can move out of this isolation. It will be a new 
world with new opportunities and that gives me 
hope!  ’Til then, God is with us, and I am giving 
thanks for each new day. 

Millard Knapp – 

“He feeds the birds” Matthew 6:26 
The Scriptures teach us that God loves us and 

cares for us. He feeds the birds. Psalm 121:1-8 
teaches us that God does not slumber or sleep. He 
watches over us. 

I wonder how often this message gets through to 
us. It became very real to me on Saturday, April 23, 
2020. Linda and I were watching the graduation 
exercise at the Air Force Academy. Some 900 plus 
young people were seated on the athletic field 6 feet 
apart inn rows which were 10 feet apart. Some 
would go to pilot’s training. Some would go into the 
new Space Force. Others would go into various 
other portions of the Air Force. 

As we sat watching the ceremonies it became 
very real to me that years ago, I could have been 
one of those graduating. At the time of my Junior 
and Senior years in High School all boys were 
required to take what was known as “The Military 
pre-induction Test.” All those who achieved a 
certain grade level or above were considered 
eligible for Officers Candidate School. This was a 
90 day highly intense course after which the 
individual became an officer.  It is my 
understanding many of these graduates went 
immediately into training and then into battle. This 
was during the Korean War. 

However, back before my Freshman year of High 
School, I broke the tibia and fibula in my right leg. 
This resulted in 14 weeks in casts, rendering me 
ineligible for military service. God had other plans 
for my life. He called me to be a pastor, a calling I 
answered for over 35 years. 

Ernie Haase and the Cathedrals, for whom Ernie 
is the lead singer, sing a hymn, the title of which, 
could easily be my testimony. “My Heavenly Father 
Watches Over Me!” 
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Judy Kerwin and Kids Hope – 

In keeping with the Kids Hope USA mission to 
build caring relationships, we have found unique 
ways to reach out:   

Thanks to the efforts of our Alpine Elementary 
Community School Coordinator, Stephen Lovell, 
we obtained permission from every one of the KH 
parent/guardians to mail cards and letters of support 
to the KH children during this time of physical 
separation.  It has been a wonderful opportunity for 
the mentors to continue ‘showing up’ in a very 
special way. 

We also have emailed small Starbucks gift cards 
to each of the teachers as they navigate the 
complexities of providing online training to their 
students.  We wanted to be sure that they know their 
“Mentors and Friends from Faith United” are 
cheering them on in these extraordinary times. 

Please keep the mentors, school staff, families 
and, most of all, the children in our program in your 
prayers that they may be safe and well and 
somehow feel God’s presence in their lives. 

Thank you Faith United for your faithful, loving 
support. 

Jack Evans (The Dog) – 

Hello, my name is Jack Evans.  Pastor Emily texted 
me and asked me if I’d share my thoughts on this 
whole pandemic thing.  Being a dog, she knew I’d 
have a different take on it.  As I’ve reflected on the 
last month plus of the stay home order, I’ve noticed 
that humans, like many of us dogs, don’t mind the 
“stay” command as well as others.  I know in the 
morning when I’m told sit and stay it’s hard for me 
to be calm when I know I get to go outside for a 
walk. 

Another reflection I’ve had is that like most of 
life you can either focus on the “was” or “wasn’t.”  
For instance, my Poppa could say 2020 was the year 
there “wasn’t” a deep NCAA tournament run by 
MSU and I would say there “was” a lot less yelling 
in the house and pleading with the refs to call a foul.  
There “was” a lot more walks and there “wasn’t” a 
lot of days when my Poppa told me he was too tired 
after getting home late from work.  But even we 
dogs are having some hard times too… because 
with Poppa at home so much there “wasn’t” time 
for my normal day long naps.  What can I say… it 
used to be a dog’s life and soon will be again.  Hope 
to see you all at church real soon. 

Your best friend… Jack.   
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Steve Shick – 

Never thought I would worship remotely via 
Facebook with my church family.  Never thought I 
would cancel a trip to see my parents to protect 
them, well, from me.  Never thought I would be 
wearing a fashionable face mask whenever I go 
out.  Never thought I would FaceTime with a 92-
year-old patient because the facility she lives in 
closed their doors to visitors (she navigated it better 
than me).  Never thought I would pray a prayer of 
final blessing on the phone as a dear one took her 
last breath with her son and daughter at her side.  
Never thought a man who had survived broken 
promises, broken hearts, cancer, surgery --and 
battled through speech therapy to regain his ability 
to talk and swallow in his 90s-- would succumb to a 
virus.  An awful lot has changed in a short span.  It 
has not been easy. 

But I am learning (yes, it is still in process) that 
some things never change.  Like my helplessness in 
the face of things bigger than me. The fact there are 
things much, much bigger than me.  There are so 
many questions without answers.  The fact that God 
is much, much bigger than all of them.  I can trust 
him through these things I can’t change or 
understand. God joins me in the midst of my not 
knowing as the all-knowing one.  Yet he is scared 
with me, cries with me, feels my sense of loss, and 
empathizes with the awful insufficiency of being 
overwhelmed.  And loves me still.  Yes, some 
things never change. 

 

Brittany Lerch – 

I was in Key West, FL when they cancelled school 
and was traveling back home when the pandemic 
really started getting serious in MI on 3/13. The 
girls had to go to work with Andy while I travelled 
home. The normally busy bustling airports that I 
went through were dead. I sat at my gate and watch 
the flight just before me board only 4 people!   

The next day we went out as a family and stocked 
up on pantry items, as we weren’t sure what this 
pandemic would bring. We also helped and stocked 
up my parents and sister as they were still in Key 
West, FL and coming back in a couple of days. 

We all knew not having school would be a 
challenge, but we were prepared as we had already 
purchased workbooks. The girls worked in their 
workbooks for the next month and we let them have 
spring break. After spring break is when the real 
school was to start back up. They have been 
keeping up with classwork and have been meeting 
with their teachers and classmates via Zoom. 

Andy works in transportation and is considered 
essential and has been fortunate to still be employed 
and I stay home and keeps up the housework while 
teaching the girls (our roles really haven’t changed). 
It has been nice to stay home with the kids, 
although they get on my nerves a lot right now ha-
ha. But we get through the day of school and we 
play and go outside. 

Andy and I have been making masks. He irons 
them where they need to be ironed and I sew them 
up. We have made 75 masks so far and most have 
been handed out to family and friends. My sister is 
a nurse and has asked me to make scrub caps for 
her, so I have made 4 of those and will continue to 
make more.  

Overall, we are surviving the stay at home order.  
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Messages from our Missionaries in Belize and Hungary 

 
Alfonso and Elizabeth Ayala – 

Greetings from too warm Belize. 
Since confirmation of first COVID19 case on 

22nd of March, and under national lock down, we 
are blessed by pastors and friends who bring fresh 
fruits, vegetables, homemade bread and homemade 
tortillas. Keeping our physical distance, we receive 
them outside for few minutes. So hard, impolite, 
really rude, not to invite our loving friends to come 
in. Our safety and theirs are priorities. We follow 
regulations from government and health authorities. 
Besides, professional knowledge and experience 
advise caution and prevention for the well-being of 
all. For a month, we live inside our house for the 
most part. Early morning or late evening, we go out 
in the yard, when sun and heat are more bearable. 
Every 10 days or so, we go to the grocery store. 

Our ministry and activities increase our 
information, communication online and 
opportunities to serve. Virtual life is more real these 
days. God uses social media to strengthen 
friendships and bring new friends. We receive calls, 
messages and texts from many brothers and sisters 
in need of encouragement, counseling, advise 
and/or guidance on a variety of topics and life 
issues. In times of uncertainty and a secular climate 
of fear, we get requests from prayer and a listening 
ear, to advise on life decisions to a soothing and 
caring word of encouragement on so many changes 
and challenges of these difficult times. 

We are thankful for the health and life of our 
children, who live in different countries, and 
communicate more often now. 

We thank God for His goodness and His 
faithfulness with us and our family. 

Please, pray for those who lost their employment, 
for their daily bread and the health of their families. 

We praise God because no new cases are 
confirmed in the last 2 weeks. One more week and 
social distancing could be eased. 

We appreciate the saints from Faith United 
family. 

Dan, Christy, Sofie Kihm – 

Like most of the world, our lives have been 
upended: Home-bound but for grocery runs; Travel 
cancellations; full-time school for Sofie via online-
learning. We are safe and well, though. For that we 
give thanks to God. Please keep us in your prayers. 
A large part of our work is done regionally. So that 
has been quite affected, most notably through the 
postponement of 3WLN (3 Worlds Leadership 
Network), a large conference that our team puts 
together held every 18 months. It was scheduled to 
have taken place this past week, but we cancelled it 
pretty early, as it requires approximately 70 people 
to travel to Switzerland from such places as: Italy, 
Spain, Germany, France, Bulgaria, Hungary, the US 
and the Ukraine. 

One of Christy’s primary assignments is 
coordinating the planning for this, which in addition 
to financial and travel logistics also involves writing 
letters for participants to submit to government 
officials for travel visas. So much time and energy 
must be re-spent to pull this event off next year. 
Even though our plans for 2020 have drastically 
been altered and other trips postposed, we are doing 
our best to maintain relationships, training, and 
planning via zoom calls! Such is ministry! 

Life has changed quite a bit for us, and things will 
remain uncertain for the foreseeable future. We 
assume that masks, gloves, and social distancing 
will be part of the routine here for much of the next 
year and are preparing as such. We are grateful for 
so many ‘essential’ workers that are keeping our 
worlds functioning. Sofie had the idea to make 
cookies for our mail carrier! We thank you for your 
prayers and want to remind you all that we lift you 
up in prayer as well! 
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