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Kids Hope USA 

I was recently approached by one of the 
teachers at Alpine Elementary, who wanted 
us to know how much our Kids Hope work 
matters. She had just overheard a child 
laughing uncontrollably with his mentor as 

they played a simple game together. This little guy is 
known to have a very difficult home life and struggles 
with relationships at school, so the joy in that shared 
moment was especially touching.  
This is the essence of the Kids Hope program.  In that 

one hour each week with that one caring adult, these 
children find a trusting, one-on-one relationship that 
most have rarely experienced.  Please take the time to 
look at the smiling faces on the Kids Hope board in the 
Narthex and thank our mentors for the amazing gift that 
they give simply by showing up.   
And in case you’re wondering, there is always a list of 

children waiting for mentors, and it is never too late to 
begin.  If you would like more information, please feel 
free to contact me in person, by phone or by email. 
Thank you for your support and your prayers. 
Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3rd grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. Each week we will be doing hands-on worship 
where kids encounter God, so we always encourage your 
children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
January 7 = No Children's Church 
January 14= Connie Evans & Wendy Shick 
January 21 = Tim & Jodi Stanton 
January 28 = Heather Bessinger & Velvet Lerch 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Carol Cutter or 
Wendy Shick. 

Youth News! 

Join us for 

Wednesday Night 

 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Wednesday Evenings 
(Grades: 6th - 12th)* 

*Come and bring your friends! 

(Youth Schedule is available in narthex) 

January 3 – No Youth Group Meeting 
January 10 – “Friendship” 

January 17 – “You Are Enough” 
January 24 – “Suicide” 

January 31 – “Snow Ball Fight” – Dress Warm! 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY for Parents and Teens! 

WINTER JAM, JANUARY 7, 2018 

Cost: $15.00 
Time:  Get in line at 2:00pm 

Doors open:  5:00pm 
Time Start:    6:00pm 

Questions? Please contact Daniel at (616) 914-5460, 
or danielprzybylski@students.kuyper.edu. 
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Readers Anonymous, January 15 

 
The women’s Book Group meets the 3

rd
 Monday of each 

month from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Erika Irving’s for good 
reads and great conversation! Won’t you join us? 
The next meeting is Monday, February 19. 

Installation Service for Mike Simmons, 

January 14 

The Orchard View Church of God in Grand Rapids 
announces the installation of its new Pastor, Mike 
Simmons, on Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 3:30 PM in 
the afternoon at the church, located at 2777 Leffingwell 
Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Pastor Mike was ordained with the Church of God in 

Michigan in 2012 and has been serving at Orchard View 
Church since 2014. In October, the church called Pastor 
Mike and his family, after the departure of Pastor 
Jonathan Frymire to the Oak Grove Church of God in 
Tampa, Florida. 
Special guest speaker for the installation will be Rev. 

Jim Kane, of Kendallville, Indiana. Rev. Kane served as 
an Associate Pastor at the Orchard View Church prior to 
taking the church in Kendallville. 
We would invite you to this time of dedication and 

celebration for the Orchard View Church of God as they 
move forward in Christian ministry under the new 
leadership of Pastor Mike and his wife, April. 
A light luncheon will be served at the conclusion of 

the service. 

All Boards Retreat, January 20 

Church officers, board and council members, please 
mark your calendars for Saturday, January 20, 2018, for 
our annual All Boards Retreat. We will meet 9:00 am - 
12:00 noon, beginning with a time of prayer and 
continuing with strategizing and planning for the coming 
year. Thank you in advance for being there. Your input 
is always essential! 

Information needed for Church Directories 

If you have had a change of address, phone number or 
email address lately, or if you are a new member at Faith 
United and would like to be included in our phone 
directory, please contact the church office at 784-5060 
or email Rhonda Plants (Secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
with your information. Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Chain 

If anyone is interested in joining the Prayer Chain (email 
or phone) at Faith United, please contact the church 
office. Thank you! 

Financial Update 

The 2018 Offering envelopes have been placed in your 
church mailbox.  

• If you had them for the 2017 year, you will 
automatically receive them again for next 
year. 

• If you did not receive them and want a set, just 
let Rhonda know and we will be happy to get 
you a set. 

• If you did get a set, but no longer are using them 
(due to a bank issued auto-check) let us know 
and we will not provide a set.  

We appreciate your faithful giving!  

2017 Giving Statements will be issued soon 
after January 1, 2018 as normal! 

Health Corner 

Are you setting any goals for yourself in this New Year?  
If you’d like some simple suggestions for improved 
health, take a look at the Health Corner in the stairwell 
to get you started.  And, together, let’s help one another 
make 2018 a time of renewed faith, strength and hope. 
Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

Small Group Opportunity 

In February and March 2018, we’re hoping to have 
several small groups that will meet for six weeks and go 
through Pastor Rick Warren’s new study called “40 
Days of Prayer.” The experience is designed to help us 
pray with greater confidence and faith. 
If you’re interested in participating, there’s a sign-up 

sheet on the information desk in the narthex. If you 
would be interested in hosting a group or leading one, 
please write your name under the appropriate heading. 
And if you’re interested in both hosting and leading, just 
write “host and lead” next to your name. 
Some of our best experiences of friendship and 

growth have come out of small groups. I encourage you 
to sign up!   Pastor Steve 

Northwest Food Pantry 

We continue to collect items for the Northwest Food 
Pantry. For the month of January, Faith United is 
collecting: soup, canned spaghetti o’s and ravioli. 
Many other food items and non food items are 

needed as well. Thank you for your continued support 
of the NWFP! 

Pastors Institute, January 22-24 

Pastor Steve and Youth Director, Daniel will be away 
from the church office January 22 - 24, as they will be 
attending the Pastors Institute. 

 



 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Teachers: Connie Evans and Mary Irving 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Erika Irving and Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3rd grade) 
Teachers: Carol Cutter and Heather Bessinger 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens (4th - 7th grades) 
Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Tonya Mashue 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

� Youth Class (8th - 12th grades) 
� Teacher: Daniel Przybylski 

Sub: Tonya Mashue 
Class meets in room #4 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
Steve Shick and Steve McDaniel 
Studying: The Gratitude Diaries 
by Janice Kaplan 

Class meets in the Narthex 

� Adult Pulpit Class 
Teachers: Marcia and Garrett Holleman 
Sub: Janice Ertle 
Studying: “Old Testament Characters” 
By Peter Scazzero 
Class meets on the Sanctuary Platform 

� Bridges Class 
Teachers: Lou Van Dyke and Millard Knapp 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Elective Class I 
Teachers: Mark Peterson & Judy Kerwin 
Studying: Lies We Believe About God 

by William Paul Young 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Elective Class II 
Teachers: Michele Paulin and Esther Hickerty 
Studying: NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
2017-2018, edited by Ronald L. Nickelson 
Class meets in the east end of the Fellowship Hall 

January Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  7 – Carol Cutter & Patti Cutter 
14 – Mary Irving & Velvet Lerch 
21 – Janice Ertle & Judy Kerwin 
28 – Karen Stevens & Kathy Van Dyke 

Toddler 
  7 – Connie Evans & Jolie Stanton 
14 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
21 – Erika Irving 
28 – Tonya Mashue 

Please contact Rhonda Plants if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

Church Office Closed 

In observance of the holiday, the Church Office will be 
closed on Tuesday, January 2, 2018. 

 

Cancellation Guidelines 

The winter months are upon us and there may be times 
when we have to cancel services or meetings due to 
weather conditions. In case of severe weather, please do 
the following: 

• Call the church office. Our voicemail system will 
tell you if we are canceling. 

• You may also tune to TV channels 8 & 13. We will 
attempt to have cancellation information available 
on their news bulletins. 

• We will also attempt to communicate via our 
website and Facebook page. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the February 2018 edition of FAITHNews is 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Steve McDaniel (sdmcdaniel@faithunitedcog.org) 
Youth Director: Daniel Przybylski (danielprzybylski@students.kuyper.edu) 

Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Netherlands) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
Wednesdays 
  6:00 PM  Wednesday Night Youth (January 10, 17, 24 & 31) 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


