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Words from our Pastor 

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 10-11 
I love Christmas and the month of December has 

always been my favorite month of the year. I love the 
lights, the decorated trees, the snow falling, and the 
sense of anticipation. There is something special about 
the time of year. 
The Advent theme this year is Good News! In each 

service for the month of December we will be asking 
ourselves an essential question and hopefully be able to 
answer the question with the good news of the coming 
of Christ Jesus.  
The birth of Jesus was good news for all people. Jesus 

brought hope, love, joy, and peace to a broken and 
distraught world. The message the angels gave to the 
shepherds over 2,000 years ago, is still a message 
relevant today. It is a message the world needs to hear 
today.  
If you have family or friends that need to hear the 

good news of Jesus, please consider inviting them to 
church this month. The good news is so good, we can’t 
keep it to ourselves.  
Pastor Emily 

GOOD NEWS! 

1st Sunday Fellowship, December 1 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, December 1 as 
we worship together during a Fellowship time. 
We will gather in the narthex immediately following 

the morning service for a time of refreshments and 
fellowship. 

There is no Sunday School on this day so parents are 
encouraged to bring their children upstairs to join in the 
fun! 

 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3rd grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level the each Sunday this month. Each week we 
will be doing hands-on worship where kids encounter 
God, so we always encourage your children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
December 1 = Time for Children/ 
     Children’s Church = Carol Cutter 
December 8 = Heather Bessinger 
December 15 = Wendy Shick 
December 22 = Velvet Lerch 

December 29 = Jodi & Jolie Stanton 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Carol Cutter. 

Cantata Practice - “Messiah Heaven’s Glory” 

Practice for the Christmas Cantata “Messiah Heaven's 
Glory” will take place Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm 
at Faith United* (thru December 10). 
*Note: Tuesday, December 3 – they will meet at 

Sunset Park Church of God at 7:00 PM for a joint 
cantata practice. 

Liturgical Dance Practice 

Calling all children! If you’d like to be a part of a 
Liturgical Dance for our Annual Candles & Carols 
Service - we will practice on Tuesday nights at 6:30 
pm through December 10. 



 

Faith United Church of God 

Advent Season 2019 

 
The season of advent “Good News” is almost upon us! 
The Worship Board is excited to celebrate advent this 
December by serving our community and celebrating the 
birth of Christ in several ways. Please save the following 
dates to your calendars: 

1
st
 Sunday of Advent, December 1 

We light the Candle of Hope and launch the 2019 
season. Please bring your unwrapped “Gifts for Baby 
Jesus”. All gifts will be donated to the Pregnancy 
Resource Center. 

Monday, December 2 
Women’s Christmas Party – 6:00 pm at Erika Irving’s 
home. Guys (the drivers!) will meet at Cheers on 
Plainfield Avenue around 6:00 pm. 

2
nd
 Sunday in Advent, December8 

We light the Candle of Love. Children of Faith will be 
playing the hand bells during the morning worship. We 
will have our annual Christ Birthday Offering Bake 
Sale. Tables will be set up in the narthex with delicious 
baked goods made by our wonderful Faith United cooks. 
Items will be available for donations toward the Christ 
Birthday offering, which supports worldwide ministries. 

3
rd
 Sunday in Advent, December 15 

We light the Candle of Joy and collect the Christ 
Birthday Offering. Children of Faith will be playing 
hand bells during the morning worship. 

At 6:00 pm, we invite to join us for the annual 
Candles and Carols Service. This service, which has 
become a favorite for many, will include celebrating 
with scriptures, singing, and concludes with a reception 
for everyone in the Fellowship Hall. 

Friday, December 20 
Joint Cantata – Messiah Heavens Glory – 7:00 pm at 
Matthew’s Performing Arts Center at Cornerstone 
University. 

4
th
 Sunday in Advent, December 22 

We light the Candle of Peace.  

Sunday, December 29 

We light the Christ Candle 

Please mark your calendars with all of these dates so that 

you, your family and your friends won’t miss these 

wonderful opportunities to truly experience the great gift of 

God’s love. 

 

 

Gifts for Baby Jesus, December 1 

Join us December 1 as we will bring unwrapped “Gifts 
for Baby Jesus”. All gifts received will benefit the 
Pregnancy Resource Center. 
The “gifts” for baby Jesus which can be one of the 

items below.  
Enfamil Formula 
Baby Food 
Baby Wipes 
Baby Wash 
Baby Lotion 
Baby Powder 
Baby Shampoo 
New Baby Toys 
Washcloths 
Diaper Cream/Ointment 
Diapers 
Pajamas, birth to 2T (girls and boys) 
Receiving blankets (girls & boys) 
Hand-knit or quilted blankets 
Toddler books, Bible story books, Children’s Bibles 
Jesus Calling devotionals, English & Spanish 

Women’s Christmas Party, December 2 

GET YOUR PARTY ON! 
and mark your calendars for the  

Women’s Christmas Party! 
Monday, December 2 

6:00 PM 

  Good fun! 

               Good food! 

               Great fellowship! 
Bring your Mom, 

     your sister, 

  daughter and friends!  

You’ll leave with a smile! 

Erika Irving’s  

3501 Bluewater Pines NE 

Maps available  

Sunday, December 1 

Parking is very limited so please consider carpooling! 

B r i n g  o n  t h e  h o l i d a y s !  

Guys (the drivers!) will meet at Cheers Restaurant 

3994 Plainfield around 6:00 pm. 

(they are holding the front corner room for us). Join us there! 

 



 

Christ’s Birthday Observance Bake Sale 

Sunday, December 8 
Bring your special Christmas Desserts, Cookies, 

Family Favorites, Holiday Breads, Candies, 
even a special casserole. 

 

All proceeds go to the 
Christ's Birthday Observance Offering 

Babysitting Night at Church! 

Friday, December 13 from 5:30-8:30, there will be 
babysitting provided at the church as a fundraiser for the 
Mission Trip to Belize. Parents enjoy a night out and 
know your kids will have a fun safe evening. Kids will 
enjoy dinner, a Christmas craft, and a movie at the 
church. Suggested donation is $10 per hour, or $25 for 
the evening for the first child, $20 for the second, not to 
exceed $50 per family. Sign your kids up early! 

Refreshments Needed 

The Worship Board is planning on having refreshments 
after the Candles & Carols service on December 15, and 
would like dessert and snack donations for the reception. 
If you are able to bring something, a sign-up sheet is 

available in church lobby. Thank you. 

Candles and Carols Service, December 15 

On Sunday Evening, December 15, Faith United Church 
of God will once again welcome everyone to the Annual 
Candles and Carols Service at 6:00 pm. Following the 
service, we will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
This is an event that you won’t want to miss! 

 

Christ Birthday Offering, December 15 

Our annual Christ Birthday offering will be taken during 
the morning service on Sunday, December 15. 

Christmas Cantata, December 20 

The Christmas Cantata will be held on Friday, 
December 20, 7:00 pm at Cornerstone University 
Matthew's Performing Arts Center 2960 on Leonard 
Street NE Grand Rapids, MI. Mark your calendars, 
and please invite your family and friends! 

Mission Trip to Belize, February 21-29 

We will be joining the Greenville Church of God on 
their Mission Trip to Belize to visit our Missionaries the 
Ayalas. The trip will include light construction, church 
visitations, and work with local communities. Cost is 
$1500 with a deposit of $500 due by December 1. See 
Pastor Emily for more information. 

POP CAN and M&M FUNDRAISER 
We will continue to collect pop cans as a fundraiser for 
the Belize Mission Trip. Please bring your pop cans to 
the church kitchen and place them in the marked trash 
can. 
If you’ve purchased M&M’s, this is a reminder to 

return the containers with your change to help those 
participating in the Mission Trip as well. Thank you to 
everyone for your donations! 

Nursery Worker Appreciation 

The Discipleship Board would like to say “Thank you” 
to our volunteer nursery workers. They are serving our 
most important guests each week. We really appreciate 
your willingness to serve in this vital ministry at Faith 
United. 
We are looking for more volunteers, so if you are 

interested in serving in the nursery, please see our 
Nursery Coordinator, Deb Ankrum. Thank you! 

Health Corner 

Wishing you health, peace, rest and the awareness that 
God is ever present in all ways. 
Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

Administrative Assistant Away 

December 6 - 15 

Our Administrative Assistant, Rhonda Plants will be on 
vacation December 6 through 15. If you have any articles for 
the December 8th  and/or 15th worship folders, please get the 
information to Rhonda by Tuesday, December 3. Thank you! 

 



 

Kids Hope USA 

Once again, Faith United has reached out 
and given so freely of yourselves to our 
community.  Whether it was the faithful 
weekly mentoring, the wonderful crew who 
supported the Teacher Appreciation 

luncheon, the response to the urgent request for gloves 
and mittens or your many prayers for the Kids Hope 
USA children and families, all have been so kind and 
generous. 
You are truly sharing God's grace in a world so very 

much in need.  Blessings to each and every one!" 

The Christmas Party is scheduled to take place in the 
new gym at Alpine Elementary (during the children's 
lunch / recess times on Friday, December 13 for our 
Kids Hope Children. We will again have food, games 
and prizes. 
• 4th & 5th graders: 11:20-11:55 
• 2nd & 3rd graders: 11:40-12:20 
• Kindergarten & 1st graders: 12:Noon-12:40 
We plan to begin setting up at 11:00 and should be done 
& hope to be out by 1:00 at the latest.  We encourage 

mentors & their prayers partners to attend as well as 

anyone who would like to help. Please let Judy Kerwin 
know if you plan to attend. Thank you! 

Thank you! 
Thank you to so many who have contributed to the glove 
and mitten basket in the lobby to benefit the children at 
Alpine Elementary. It has been appreciated more than 
you will ever know. 
Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

Northwest Food Pantry 

Reminder: for the month of December, Faith United is 
collecting rice, potatoes (fresh or flakes), tuna fish 
and jello. Many other food items and non food items are 
needed as well.  
All personal items are needed and plastic grocery 

bags. 

Meijer - Simply Give 

 
Another Simply Give campaign runs through 

Saturday, January 4. 
Each card you purchase is worth $10. You give the card 
to the cashier, they scan it, this is added to your bill and 
now you have donated to the NW Food Pantry. 

Northwest Food Pantry – (continued) 

Double Match Days: 
Tuesday, December 3 & Friday, Dec. 13 

On these days only, for every $10 donated, Meijer will 
donate $20, so your $10 is turned into $30. Our 
supporting Meijer is on Alpine. The Simply Give 
displays will be at each checkout. 

Thank you for your continued support of the NWFP! 
Waverly Knight, NW Food Pantry Director 
Keith & Mary Irving 
Faith United NWFP Representatives 

Men’s Group 

A new men’s group at the church is in the works. Join 
with other men in the church to study a book together 
and share in a time of fellowship and prayer. The group 
will start in early 2020. Please see Millard Knapp for 
more information. There is a sign up sheet on the Info 
Desk in the lobby and indicate what evening and time 
would work for you. 
The group is considering exploring together the either 
the book “Strong in the Lord” or “Prayer; Group Study.” 

Man to Man – Men’s Retreat, March 2020 

The Annual Men’s Retreat at Lincoln Lake Camp is 
March 20 - 22, 2020. Reserve your spot early – Space 
is limited! 1 Night – (3 meals) - $70.00, 2 Nights (5 
meals) - $85.00. 
Join us for the chance to get together, have a blast, eat 
well and learn what it means to Love God and Love 
Others! The doors open at Noon on Friday, March 20, 
2020 with a March Madness viewing lounge (lunch 
provided). We’ll serve dinner at 5:30 pm and begin our 
weekend gatherings together at 7:30 pm. We are 
cooking enough food and are also planning activities to 
keep all interest levels moving and refreshed. Do not 
miss this opportunity to connect with men from your 
church and around the state. Contact Rev. Matt Stone 
(616) 232-5520 (pastor.mattstone@gmail.com) 

 

 



 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Teacher: Rhonda Plants 
Sub: Mary Irving 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Jean Estebez, Erika Irving and 
Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3rd grade) 
Teachers: Heather Bessinger and Carol Cutter 
Sub: Wendy Shick 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens - Youth Class (4th - 6th grades) 
Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Connie Evans 
Studying: The Story, (The Bible as One Continuing 
Story of God and His People) Student Edition 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

� Youth Class (7th - 12th grades) 
Teacher: Pastor Emily Clark 
Sub: Amy Blauw 
Studying: The Story, (The Bible as One Continuing 
Story of God and His People) Student Edition 
Class meets in room #4 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Adult Bible Class 
Teacher: Michele Paulin 
Sub: Marcia Holleman 
Studying: “The Names of God”* 
by Ann Spangler 
*Bring your Bibles! 

Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

� Bridges Class 
Teacher: Millard Knapp 
Sub: Jean Lerch 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Christian Topics Class 
Teacher: Mark Peterson 
Sub: Judy Kerwin 
Studying: “Short Stories by Jesus” 

by Amy-Jill Levine 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
and Steve Shick 
Studying: “Sermon Discussion” 
Class meets in the Narthex 

Closing of Building on Sundays in December 

  Ted Evans 

December Usher Schedule 

  1– Ted Evans 
  8 – Jim Peterson 
15 – Dave Eady 
22 – Tim & Jodi Stanton 
29 – Dave McGraw 

December Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  1 – Carol Cutter 
  8 – Jean Estebez 
15 – Diane Banka 
22 – Patti Cutter 
29 – Judy Kerwin 

Toddler 

  1 – Connie Evans & Jolie Stanton 
  8 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
15 – Velvet, Jordan & Penny Lerch 
22 – Pat Leigh 
29 – Kathy Van Dyke & Mary Irving 

Please contact Deb Ankrum if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

Cancellation Guidelines 

The winter months are upon us and there may be times 
when we have to cancel services or meetings due to 
weather conditions. In case of severe weather, please do 
the following: 

• Call the church office. Our voicemail system will 
tell you if we are canceling. 

• You may also tune to TV channels 8 & 13. We will 
attempt to have cancellation information available 
on their news bulletins. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the January 2020 edition of FAITHNews is Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Emily Clark (emilyclark@faithunitedcog.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Europe and Middle East) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


