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Baptismal Service, August 18 

 
On Sunday, August 18 at 3:00 pm we will celebrate 
baptism at Warner Camp in Grand Junction. We will 
gather at Lake Lester and wade into its waters to 
celebrate this ancient ritual. I was baptized at Warner 
Camp when I was 11 years old. It is a very special place. 

Baptism has been celebrated and practiced among 
Christians since Jesus. In the Church of God, we 
celebrate believer’s baptism. This means that baptism is 
a decision that a follower of Jesus makes when he/she is 
ready. In the Church of God we also celebrate 
immersion baptism. This means the person being 
baptized is lowered into water and brought back up so 
that they are fully immersed by the waters. This is the 
same kind of baptism that Jesus experienced when he 
was baptized by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17). 

Baptism is symbolic of washing away your old life 
and being made new by the cleansing of the water. 
According to Romans 6:3-4, baptism is representative of 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus and the new 
believer. Being baptized is the public celebration of 
choosing to respond to God’s love and your public 
declaration that you are part of the family of God. We 
baptize because Jesus commanded his disciples in the 
Great Commission, in Matthew 28:19, to go into all the 
world to make disciples, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

If you have not been baptized and you are interested 
please contact me prior to August 11. Everyone from the 
church family is encouraged to attend our baptism 
celebration. We will celebrate baptism and have a small 
worship service on the beach at Warner Camp. 
Following the service we will celebrate with food and a 
campfire. Please bring a finger food dish to pass, a chair, 
and swimsuit if you want to swim after the service. 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Emily  

Kids Hope USA 

On August 27th, our Alpine Elementary 
students will begin the 2019/2020 School 
year.  It's hard to believe that we have had 
the privilege to mentor so many of these 
children over the past 16 years.  What a 

wonderful opportunity to Love God, Grow Together in 
Christ and Serve Others. If you have a heart for these 
little ones who struggle with issues most of us never had 
to face, I would love to speak with you.  And as always, 
thank you Faith United for your commitment to making 
a change in our world one child at a time. 

Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3rd grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday this month. 
Each week we will be doing hands-on worship where 
kids encounter God, so we always encourage your 
children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
August 4 = Time for Children / No Children’s Church 
August 11 = Wendy Shick 
August 18 = Mary Irving 
August 25 = Velvet Lerch 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Carol Cutter. 

 



 

Older Adult Banquet and Concert 

A banquet and concert (by the vocal group Common 
Bond) will be held at the Essenhaus in Middlebury, 
Indiana on Monday, September 16, 2019 starting at 

12:00 noon. It will cost $32 per person. It is being 
planned by the First Church of God in St. Joseph, 
Michigan and will benefit Children of Promise. We 

hope to have our reservations and money sent in by 

the end of July because the seating is limited and 

they expect to sell out. We'll work out car pooling to 
get our folks down there and back. Please speak with 
Connie Evans (616-516-7201) email 
constanceevans42@gmail.com) if you are interested in 
attending. 

Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala Visit, August 4 

We have the privilege of having our missionaries from 
Belize, Alfonso and Elizabeth Ayala, visit with us on 
Sunday, August 4. The Ayala's will be sharing briefly 
during the worship service that morning and we are 
having a combined Sunday School hour that day to hear 
more about their ministry. 

We will be taking up a love offering to support their 
ministry and would like to shower the Ayala’s with 
cards of encouragement for their ministry. Please bring 
a card to the church by Thursday, August 1. 

Sunday Fellowship, August 11 

 
Please mark your calendars for 

Sunday, August 11 (11:00-11:15 AM) 
as we worship together during a Fellowship time. 

We will gather in the lobby immediately 
following the morning service for a time of 

refreshments and fellowship 
and the adults will go back into the sanctuary for a 

Business Meeting at 11:15 AM. 

Childcare will be available (downstairs) 
during the Business Meeting. 

Business Meeting, August 11 

The Executive Council at Faith United has scheduled a 
business meeting for Sunday, August 11 at 11:15 am 
regarding the paving of our parking lot.  
A ballot is available on the bulletin board in the upstairs 
hallway (by the bathrooms) and absentee ballots will be 
available on Sunday, August 4. 

 

Health Corner 

For some fun reminders of how best to stay cool in these 
warm summer temps, take a peak at the post-its on the 
Health Corner Board.  Wishing you a safe, relaxing 
August!  

Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

Readers Anonymous, August 19 

 
The women’s Book Group meets the 3rd Monday of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Erika Irving’s for good 
reads and great conversation! Interested? The schedule 
is posted in the church office or check with Erika for 
more details. 

Heritage Sunday, September 8 

Faith United will be celebrating Heritage Sunday on 
Sunday, September 8. We will be celebrating the 
heritage of the church in the Morning Worship and then 
again at 6:00 PM with a Hymn Sing and Ice Cream 
Social. 

SAVE the DATE, October 6! 

The Installation Service for 
Pastor Emily Clark 

has been scheduled for 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 
at 3:00 PM! 

 
This is a meaningful celebration 

you will want to attend as we commemorate 
Reverend Clark's 

Installation as Senior Pastor at 
Faith United. 

Following the service there will be a 
time of fellowship  

as we celebrate this joyful occasion. 

Mark your calendar today!



 

Simply Give 

$ 2,670.00 – General Public Giving 
$ 4,500.00 – Double Match Day Giving 
$ 4,540.00 – LPGA 
$11,780.00 – Grand Total* 
*Grand Total will be given to the NW Food Pantry in 
Meijer Gift Cards to purchase food items only. 
$240.00 – netted from Russ’ Fundraiser. The next one 

is in December. 

 

Our Fall Simply Give campaign starts on Sunday, 
August 18 through Saturday, September 28. 
Each card you purchase is worth $10. You give the card 
to the cashier, they scan it, this is added to your bill and 
now you have donated to the NW Food Pantry. 
There are two double match days (Friday, August 30 

& Friday, September 13). On these two days only, for 
every $10 donated, Meijer will donate $20, so your $10 
is turned into $30. Our supporting Meijer is on Alpine. 
The Simply Give displays will be at each checkout. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

Northwest Food Pantry! 

Northwest Food Pantry 

For the month of August, we are collecting canned 
(soups, veggies, beans and fruit), oatmeal, pancake 

mix, syrup, egg noodles, Jello, pudding, juice and 

coffee. 

Also needed: bar soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo & conditioner, dish soap, laundry soap, 

diapers sizes 4, 5 & 6 and Kleenex. 

We also need plastic grocery bags. 

Thank you for your support of the NWFP! 
Waverly Knight, NW Food Pantry Director 
Keith & Mary Irving 
Faith United NWFP Representatives 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Sub: Mary Irving 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Jean Estebez, Erika Irving and 

Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3rd grade) 
Teachers: Carol Cutter and Heather Bessinger 
Sub: Wendy Shick 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens - Youth Class (4th - 12th grades) 
Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Connie Evans 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Adult Bible Class 
Teacher: Michele Paulin 
Studying: Parables Remix: 18 Short Films Based on 
the Parables of Jesus 
Book by Craig Macelvain and Stewart H. Redwine 
Class meets in the Sanctuary starting Sunday, June 9 

� Bridges Class 
Teachers: Millard Knapp and Jean Lerch 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Christian Topics Class 
Teachers: Mark Peterson & Judy Kerwin 
Studying: “Short Stories by Jesus” 

by Amy-Jill Levine 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
and Steve Shick 
Studying: “Sermon Discussion” 
Class meets in the Narthex 

� “X” Pulpit Class 
Teachers: Marcia and Garrett Holleman 
Sub: Janice Ertle 
The Adult Pulpit Class will be taking the summer off 
and returning in September. 

Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

 
 



 

Thank you note! 

 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for all of your love and support throughout 
my life. I look forward to my future with the church. 

Sincerely, Abby Irving 

Nursery Help Needed! 

We are in need of more nursery workers during church 
and also an Infant Nursery Teacher during the Sunday 
School hour. If you are willing and able to lend a 
helping hand, please contact Deb Ankrum or Rhonda 
Plants. We would love to get you involved! 

August Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  4 – Carol Cutter & Wendy Shick 
11 – Mary Irving & Tonya Mashue 
18 – Janice Ertle 
25 – Ann Perry 

Toddler 

  4 – Deb Ankrum & Jolie Stanton 
11 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
18 – Andy & Brittany Lerch 
25 – Rhonda Plants & Becki Simpson 

Please contact Deb Ankrum if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

August Usher Schedule 

  7 – Dave Eady 
11 – Ted Evans 
18 – Tim & Jodi Stanton 
25 – Dave McGraw 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the September 2019 edition of FAITHNews is 
Tuesday, August 20, 2019. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Emily Clark (emilyclark@faithunitedcog.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Hungary) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


