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Words from our Pastor 

My final semester of seminary, I was asked to preach in 
chapel. I preached on Hebrews 12:1, “Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by such great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked our for us.” I was preparing to move to 
Wounded Knee as a missionary. I was leaving a place 
where I was surrounded by friends and mentors and I 
knew that I was walking toward a very lonely mission 
field. As I gave my sermon that day in 2013, I shared 
that since we are surrounded by a community of 
believers, we can walk forward with confidence that we 
are not alone in the journey of faith and life. I knew 
when I left the School of Theology, I’d be taking my 
cloud of witnesses with me. 
Hanging on the wall of my office is my cloud of 

witness from seminary. My best friend asked all of the 
people who spoke into my life the three years I was in 
graduate school to sign a piece of paper for me. I have 
messages from classmates, professors, coworkers, and 
even my best friend’s dog. It is a physical reminder that 
I am not alone in the journey of faith, that my cloud of 
witnesses still walk with me. 
This fall, I’ll be preaching from Hebrews 11. We are 

exploring the faith stories of men and women who have 
come before us in the journey of faith. Each week in the 
service we will also be hearing from either one of our 
ministry partners or we will have a testimony from 
someone who calls Faith United their church home. We 
are building our own cloud of witnesses by sharing the 
stories of those who surround us.   
As we run the race set out before us, our cloud of 

witnesses are there behind, beside, and before us all 
along the way. They are there to encourage us to throw 
off everything that hinders, so we can run the race. I 
can’t wait to help you recognize the cloud of witnesses 
you have surrounding you on the journey of faith.  
Pastor Emily 

Kids Hope USA 

Kids Hope planning and training is in full 
swing this month as the children are now 
back in class at Alpine Elementary. Please 
don't miss our special Kids Hope tribute on 
Sunday, September 15 in the morning 

worship hour and, as always, let me know if you would 
like to join our team. If you want to know more, ask any 
one of the smiling mentors that you see on the Kids 
Hope photo board in the lobby, and they'd be happy to 
share how and why they are part of this amazing 
program. We always have room for more! 
Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3rd grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday this month. 
Each week we will be doing hands-on worship where 
kids encounter God, so we always encourage your 
children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
September 1 = Time for Children / 
                         No Children’s Church 
September 8 = Carol Cutter 
September 15 = Wendy Shick 
September 22 = Chad & Jenny Morris 
September 29 = Andy & Brittany Lerch 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Carol Cutter. 

 



 

Sunday Fellowship, September 1 

 
Please mark your calendars for 

Sunday, September 1 
as we worship together during a Fellowship time. 

We will gather in the lobby immediately 
following the morning service for a time of 

refreshments and fellowship. 

Take this great opportunity to get to 
know you friends in faith! 

Church Office Closed, September 2 

In observance of Labor Day, the church office will be 
CLOSED on Monday, September 2, 2019. 

Heritage Sunday, September 8 

 

Faith United will be celebrating Heritage Sunday on 
Sunday, September 8. We will be celebrating the 
heritage of the church in the Morning Worship and then 
again at 6:00 PM with a Hymn Sing and Ice Cream 
Social. 

Paving Project Update 

At the Business Meeting on Sunday, August 11, the 
congregation passed a motion to proceed with repaving 
the parking lot and driveway with a vote of 71 to 2 at a 
cost of $88,000. The project is tentatively scheduled to 
begin Monday, September 9 and should take all of 
that week. During that time the building will not be 
accessible except for emergencies in which case you are 
asked to park at Walker Surgical and walk in on the 
grass. 
Our thanks to the Trustee Board for researching the 

most appropriate option for this long awaited project, 
and to all of you for your continued support. 
Should there be any changes in scheduling you will be 

informed as soon as possible. If you have questions, 
please see any Council or Trustee member. 
The Executive Council 

Wednesday Night Study begins September 18 

Wednesday Night Study begins September 18 at 6:30 
PM. The study,“What the New Testament Authors 
really cared about”. A survey of their writings by 
Kenneth Berding and Matt Williams. 
Get ready to explore the world of the New Testament 

writings in September. 
For more information, please see Michele Paulin. 

Service Board Announcements 

Our motto is Love God, Grow together in Christ, Serve 
others. In that vein we are looking for volunteers and 
here are two ways you can help: 
We need volunteers to join us Thursday, September 

19 at 6 pm for the last Highway Cleanup of the year 
along Walker Ave. This service requires just a short 
amount of time and shows that Faith United is actively 
serving our area. A sign up sheet is in the lobby.  

 
Also: 

The Service Board and Pastor Emily would like to 
gather a list of volunteers who would be willing to be 
called on for short assignments, as needs arise, to help 
the community. Projects are determined by need and 
ability to meet them. If God has prompted you to reach 
out and make someone's life brighter, please consider 
signing up. We are the face of Christ to those around us. 
Sign up sheet in the lobby or contact the church. Thank 
you! 

Church Work Day, September 28 

The Trustees have scheduled a Church Work Day for 
Saturday, September 28 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 

PM.* There will be indoor and outdoor jobs for all ages! 
A sign-up sheet will be available soon! 



 

Health Corner 

Autumn in Michigan brings so many wonderful 
opportunities to get out and take part in the beauty 
around us during these cooler Harvest months.  There 
are some ideas listed on the stairwell board that might 
help you get started. Enjoy! 
Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

Readers Anonymous, September 16 

 
The women’s Book Group meets the 3rd Monday of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Erika Irving’s for good 
reads and great conversation! Interested? The schedule 
is posted in the church office or check with Erika for 
more details. 

SAVE the DATE, October 6! 

The Installation Service for 
Pastor Emily Clark 

has been scheduled for 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 
at 3:00 PM! 

 
This is a meaningful celebration 

you will want to attend as we commemorate 
Reverend Clark's 

Installation as Senior Pastor at 
Faith United. 

Following the service there will be a 
time of fellowship  

as we celebrate this joyful occasion. 

Mark your calendar today! 

Thank you note! 

 
Dear Faith United Church of God family, 
May God continually bless you, your community, and 
those you minister. Thank you for your care, support, 
kind hospitality, and partnership with our family and 
ministry in Belize. 
Your co servants, Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala 

Simply Give 

 

Our Fall Simply Give campaign started on Sunday, 
August 18 and ends Saturday, October 12. 
Each card you purchase is worth $10. You give the card 
to the cashier, they scan it, this is added to your bill and 
now you have donated to the NW Food Pantry. 
There are two double match days (Friday, August 30 

& Friday, September 13). On these two days only, for 
every $10 donated, Meijer will donate $20, so your $10 
is turned into $30. Our supporting Meijer is on Alpine. 
The Simply Give displays will be at each checkout. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

Northwest Food Pantry! 

Northwest Food Pantry 

 

For the month of September, we are collecting a variety 
of canned meats, dish soap, laundry soap, and 
toothpaste. 
All personal items are needed as we will no longer 

be purchasing these items. 

We also need plastic grocery bags. 

Thank you for your support of the NWFP! 
Waverly Knight, NW Food Pantry Director 
Keith & Mary Irving 
Faith United NWFP Representatives 

 



 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Sub: Mary Irving 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Jean Estebez, Erika Irving and 
Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3rd grade) 
Teachers: Carol Cutter and Heather Bessinger 
Sub: Wendy Shick 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens - Youth Class (4th - 6th grades) 
Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Connie Evans 
Studying: The Story, Student Edition 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

� Youth Class (7th - 12th grades) 
Teacher: Pastor Emily Clark 
Studying: The Story, Student Edition 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Adult Bible Class 
Teacher: Michele Paulin 
Sub: Marcia Holleman 
Studying: “The Names of God”* 
By Ann Spangler 
*Bring your Bibles! 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

� Bridges Class 
Teachers: Millard Knapp and Jean Lerch 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Christian Topics Class 
Teachers: Mark Peterson & Judy Kerwin 
Studying: “Short Stories by Jesus” 

by Amy-Jill Levine 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
and Steve Shick 
Studying: “Sermon Discussion” 
Class meets in the Narthex 

 
 

September Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  1 – Janice Ertle 
  8 – Judy Kerwin 
15 – Velvet Lerch 
22 – Patti Cutter & Jean Estebez 
29 – Mary Irving & Pat Leigh 

Toddler 

  1 – Connie Evans 
  8 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
15 – Andy & Brittany Lerch 
22 – Erika Irving & Katie Peterson 
29 – Ryan & Becki Simpson 

Please contact Deb Ankrum if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

September Usher Schedule 

  1 – Ted Evans 
  8 – Dave McGraw 
15 – Dave Eady 
22 – Tim & Jodi Stanton 
29 – Dave McGraw 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the October 2019 edition of FAITHNews is Tuesday, 
September 17, 2019. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Emily Clark (emilyclark@faithunitedcog.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Hungary) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
Wednesdays 
  6:30 PM Wednesday Night Study (begins September 18) 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


