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Words from our Pastor 

Fix your eyes on Jesus 
A new year and decade have begun. All over I’ve seen 
ads for New Year’s Resolutions. You can be a better 
you with a gym membership or by joining Weight 
Watchers. This time of year we are bombarded with 
constant messages of self-improvement. The world has a 
lot of things to say about how we can eat better, workout 
more, and look better. These are things that we can do 
that will make us better; things that we inevitably stop 
doing by February 1.  

What if at the beginning of this new decade we 
stopped making resolutions to be better? 

What if instead of making resolutions, we know we 
aren’t likely to keep, we focus our eyes on Jesus? 
Hebrews 12:2, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith.” 

My hope for 2020 is that we become less concerned 
with self-improvement and more concerned with fixing 
our eyes on Jesus. When Jesus becomes our focus, he 
guides us to become more like him in everything we do. 
So instead of making resolutions on how the world 
thinks we can be better, what if we made Jesus focused 
resolutions? 

Maybe your resolution for 2020 can be to read 
through the Bible in a year. The smart-phone apps She 
Reads Truth and He Reads Truth both have daily 
reading Bible plans that will help you read through the 
Bible in a year. 

Maybe your resolution for 2020 can be to connect 
more with other believers. You can do this by joining a 
Sunday School class or maybe you start your own Bible 
Study. 

Maybe your resolution for 2020 is to share your 
experience of faith with someone else. You can do this 
by inviting your family, friends, and neighbors to church 
and telling the stories of how God has impacted your 
life. 

In 2020, I hope and pray that we all fix our eyes on 
Jesus, so we can see him more clearly in everything we 
do. 

Pastor Emily 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3rd grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level the each Sunday this month. Each week we 
will be doing hands-on worship where kids encounter 
God, so we always encourage your children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
January 5 = Time for Children/No Children’s Church 
January 12 = Wendy Shick 
January 19 = Carol Cutter 
January 26 = Heather Bessinger 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Carol Cutter. 

Kids Hope USA 

Dear Faith United: We recently received a 
letter from John Gilchrist, Director of 
Finance at Kenowa Hills Schools and their 
Board of Education thanking all of you for 
the generous donations of gloves and 

mittens (and hats and clothes) and expressing 
appreciation for our investment in the lives of their 
students.  l completely agree.  Your support and the 
many, many hours that our mentors and volunteers have 
given to the Kids Hope children has been a wonderful 
contribution to our community.  It is a joy to work with 
so many who show how we can be God's heart and 
hands in the world.  Thank you so very much. 

Thank you! 
Thank you to so many who have contributed to the glove 
and mitten basket in the lobby to benefit the children at 
Alpine Elementary. It has been appreciated more than 
you will ever know. 

Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

 

 

 



 

Christ Birthday Offering Update 

To date, we have collected $1,432 for Christ Birthday 
Offering which includes $552.00 that was collected for 
the Bake Sale. Thank you for your generous 
contributions. 

Church Office Closed 

In observance of the holiday, the Church Office will be 
closed on the following days: December 31, 2019, and 
January 1 and 3, 2020.  

The office will be OPEN Monday, December 30, and 
Thursday, January 2. Happy Holidays! 

 

Men’s Group, January 20 

A new men’s group at the church is in the works. Join 
with other men in the church to study a book together 
and share in a time of fellowship and prayer. The group 
will start on Monday, January 20, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 
Please reach out to Millard Knapp for more information. 
There is a sign up sheet on the Info Desk in the lobby. 
The group is considering exploring together the either 
the book “Strong in the Lord” or “Prayer; Group Study.” 

Man to Man – Men’s Retreat, March 2020 

The Annual Men’s Retreat at Lincoln Lake Camp is 
March 20 - 22, 2020. Reserve your spot early – Space 
is limited! 1 Night – (3 meals) - $70.00, 2 Nights (5 
meals) - $85.00. 
Join us for the chance to get together, have a blast, eat 
well and learn what it means to Love God and Love 
Others! The doors open at Noon on Friday, March 20, 
2020 with a March Madness viewing lounge (lunch 
provided). We’ll serve dinner at 5:30 pm and begin our 
weekend gatherings together at 7:30 pm. We are 
cooking enough food and are also planning activities to 
keep all interest levels moving and refreshed. Do not 
miss this opportunity to connect with men from your 
church and around the state. Contact Rev. Matt Stone 
(616) 232-5520 (pastor.mattstone@gmail.com) 

Readers Anonymous, January 20 

 
The women’s Book Group meets the 3rd Monday of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Erika Irving’s for good 
reads and great conversation! Interested? The schedule 
is posted in the church office or check with Erika for 
more details. 

All Boards Retreat, January 25 

Church officers, board and council members, please 
mark your calendars for Saturday, January 25, 2020, for 
our annual All Boards Retreat. It is important that all 
board members attend this meeting from 9:00 am - 12:00 
noon. We will begin with prayer, a devotion time with 
Pastor Emily Clark and continuing with strategizing and 
planning for the coming year. Thank you in advance for 
being there. Your input is always essential! 

Mission Trip to Belize, February 21-29 

We will be joining the Greenville Church of God on 
their Mission Trip to Belize to visit our Missionaries the 
Ayalas. Cost is $1500 with a deposit of $500 that has 
been extended to January 1, 2020. 

POP CAN and M&M FUNDRAISER 
We will continue to collect pop cans as a fundraiser for 
the Belize Mission Trip. Please bring your pop cans to 
the church kitchen and place them in the marked trash 
can. 

If you’ve purchased M&M’s, this is a reminder to 
return the containers with your change to help those 
participating in the Mission Trip as well. Thank you to 
everyone for your donations! 

Health Corner 

In this New Year, the best health advice I can think to 
give is that every morning, wake with a prayer inviting 
God's guidance, giving thanks for all blessings and 
remembering that no matter what the day may bring, you 
are never alone.  Blessings to one and all! 

Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

Northwest Food Pantry 

 
We continue to collect items for the Northwest Food 
Pantry. For the month of January, Faith United is 
collecting: soup, canned spaghetti o’s and ravioli. 
Many other food items and non food items are 

needed as well. All personal items are needed and 

plastic grocery bags. 

Meijer Simply Give 

Another campaign runs through January 4. 
Each card you purchase is worth $10. You give the card 
to the cashier, they scan it, this is added to your bill and 
now you have donated to the NW Food Pantry. 

Our supporting Meijer is on Alpine. The Simply Give 
displays will be at each checkout. 

Thank you for your continued support of the NWFP! 
Waverly Knight, NW Food Pantry Director 
Keith & Mary Irving 
Faith United NWFP Representatives 



 

Financial Update 

The 2020 Offering envelopes have been assigned 
already, but there are several available that are not 
assigned. If you don't have envelopes and would like a 
set, please speak with Connie Evans or Rhonda Plants. 

We appreciate your faithful giving! 

Thank You Notes 

Faith United Family, 
Thank you so much for your generous Birthday and 
Christmas gifts this year. Serving with you in 2019 has 
been the best gift I have ever received. So the cards, 
presents, and financial gift from the church has been the 
icing on the cake. I look forward to next year and the 
ways we will continue to serve together.  
Thank you all for loving me so well, 
Pastor Emily 

Faith United family, 
Thank you so much for the Christmas gift. I appreciate 
the cards and many kind words from each of you. 
It continues to be a pleasure to serve and work in the 
church office. 

Blessings! Rhonda Plants 

Dear Faith United Family, 
Thank you for the year end gift. I really appreciate it and 
all the support and encouragement over the years. Our 
congregation continues to be my second family. My 
hope going forward is that you all will be blessed and 
that the knowledge and love of Jesus fills your hearts 
and homes each day. 

Love, Karen Stevens 

 
Dear Faith United Church of God friends, 
Our family is beyond grateful for your generosity and 
support in 2019! We moved, are learning a new 
language, and are grateful for the work we get to do in 
this region. We pray this season of hope brings you joy 
and peace throughout this coming year! 

Much love from Budapest, 
Dan, Christy and Sofie Kihm 

More Thank You Notes 

To our Friends at Faith United Church of God, 
Thanks so much for the items donated to the Pregnancy 
Resource Center! 

What a beautiful way to share God’s love—by 
providing much needed baby items to families and 
single moms in need. 

Blessings & Merry Christmas! 
Pregnancy Resource Staff & Volunteers 

Friends at Faith United Church of God, 
As 2019 wraps up this decade, all we can say is THANK 
YOU! We are grateful to have you helping fulfill our 
mission and work towards making many live healthier. 
Here are some key triumphs from this year: 

We had an overwhelming successful second year of 
the Diabetes Improvement Program with 111 
participants joining 

We launched monthly healthy living meetings 
We have had 3 fantastic new staff members join our 

office 
We held our annual marquis fundraising events: The 

Mardi Gras Kidney Ball in February and the Grand 
Rapids Kidney Walk in April 

We presented to 75 physicians 
We trained 12 new coaches in DPP and 10 coaches in 

DIP 
Altogether the Grand Rapids office coordinated 35 

DPP and DIP workshops this year, and over 600 
participants served. Amazing impact! Your time and 
efforts has been the number one contributor to our 
continued success. We are forever grateful! 

We wish you a happy and healthy 2020 and look 
forward to changing more lives together in the New 
Year! 

National Kidney Foundation of Michigan 
 

 



 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Teacher: Rhonda Plants 
Sub: Mary Irving 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Jean Estebez, Erika Irving and 

Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3rd grade) 
Teachers: Heather Bessinger and Carol Cutter 
Sub: Wendy Shick 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens - Youth Class (4th - 6th grades) 
Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Connie Evans 
Studying: The Story, (The Bible as One Continuing 
Story of God and His People) Student Edition 
Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

� Youth Class (7th - 12th grades) 
Teacher: Pastor Emily Clark 
Sub: Amy Blauw 
Studying: The Story, (The Bible as One Continuing 
Story of God and His People) Student Edition 
Class meets in room #4 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Adult Bible Class 
Teacher: Michele Paulin 
Sub: Marcia Holleman 
Studying: “The Names of God”* 

by Ann Spangler 
*Bring your Bibles! 

Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

� Bridges Class 
Teacher: Millard Knapp 
Sub: Jean Lerch 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Christian Topics Class 
Teacher: Mark Peterson 
Sub: Judy Kerwin 
Studying: “Short Stories by Jesus” 

by Amy-Jill Levine 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
and Steve Shick 
Studying: “Sermon Discussion” 
Class meets in the Narthex 

Closing of Building on Sundays in January 

  Noe Athanon 

January Usher Schedule 

  5 – Ted Evans 
12 – Tim & Jodi Stanton 
19 – Dave Eady 
26 – Noe Athanon 

January Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  5 – Carol Cutter & Diane Banka 
12 – Judy Kerwin 
19 – Jodi Stanton & Rhonda Plants 
26 – Wendy Shick & Kathy Van Dyke 

Toddler 

  5 – Connie Evans & Jolie Stanton 
12 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
19 – TBD 
26 –Erika & Mary Irving 

Please contact Deb Ankrum if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

Cancellation Guidelines 

The winter months are upon us and there may be times 
when we have to cancel services or meetings due to 
weather conditions. In case of severe weather, please do 
the following: 

• Call the church office. Our voicemail system will 
tell you if we are canceling. 

• You may also tune to TV channels 8 & 13. We will 
attempt to have cancellation information available 
on their news bulletins. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the February 2020 edition of FAITHNews is 
Tuesday, January 21, 2019. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Emily Clark (emilyclark@faithunitedcog.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Europe and Middle East) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


