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Kids Hope USA 

Our Kids Hope School, Alpine Elementary, 
is celebrating “March Is Reading Month” by 
inviting volunteers to give an hour to read 
with their students.  If you are interested in 
having some fun while seeing our partner 

school first-hand, please call or email.  I’d be happy to 
give you more information.  And, as always, thank you 
to all of our mentors and volunteers who have been so 
faithful this past winter! 
Judy Kerwin, Kids Hope Director 

Children’s Church 

 
Time:  10:30 - 11:00 AM 

Ages:   4 thru completion of the 3
rd
 grade 

Children's Church will be offered at 10:30 AM on our 
Lower Level the 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 4

th
 and 5

th
 Sunday this month. 

Each week we will be doing hands-on worship where 
kids encounter God, so we always encourage your 
children to attend! 

Children's Church Volunteers: 
March 3 = No Children’s Church 
March 10= Connie Evans & Wendy Shick 
March 17 = Chad & Jenny Morris 
March 24 = Jodi & Jolie Stanton 
March 31 = Heather Bessinger & Velvet Lerch 

Volunteers, if you are unable to be here on the date 
that you are scheduled, please contact Wendy Shick. 

Health Corner 

March is National Nutrition Month.  With those warm 
Spring and Summer days right around the corner, why 
not kick-start some good eating habits now by taking a 
look at several simple suggestions on the Health Corner 
Board?  It’s never too soon to start feeling your best!  
Your Parish Nurse, Judy 

1st Sunday Fellowship, March 3 

 

Please mark your calendars for 

Sunday, March 3 
as we worship together during a Fellowship time. 

We will gather in the narthex immediately 
following the morning service for a time of 

refreshments and fellowship. 
It's a great opportunity to get to know your 

Friends at Faith better. 
Join us in this fun event! 

There is no Sunday School on this day  
so parents are encouraged to bring  

their children upstairs to join in the fun! 

Readers Anonymous, March 18 

 
The women’s Book Group meets the 3

rd
 Monday of each 

month from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Erika Irving’s for good 

reads and great conversation! Interested? The schedule is 

posted in the church office or check with Erika for more 

details.

 



 

360 Leadership Conference, March 9 

“Better Together” is the theme for this year’s 360 
Leadership Conference being held in Lansing. “360” 
represents 360 minutes or six hours, with registration 
and a continental breakfast beginning at 8:15 am and 
conference time is 8:50 am to 3:30 pm on March 9. 
 We are excited to have Rev. Demetrius Booker, 
State Associate Pastor for Church Health for the Ohio 
Ministries of the Church of God, bringing our keynote 
address, and leading two sessions of our Boards and 
Elders track. He will focus on what it takes to turn 
around a declining church. We are expecting an 
energetic and exciting opening session at 8:50 a.m! 
 360 is offered by the Church of God in Michigan to 
help us grow in ministry skills. 33 different modules and 
11 different tracks are planned from which each attendee 
will pick three. Go to this link to learn more. 

https://micog.org/360lc.html. 

 Faith United has paid for the lunch and 
registration fees for 7 people from our congregation who 
will be participating and carpooling from the church. 

Daylight Saving Time Begins, March 10 

 
Remember to move your clocks ahead one hour on 
Sunday, March 10, as Daylight Saving Time begins! 

Chili Cook-Off, March 24 

 

Join us Sunday, March 24 at 12:00 PM for a Chili 
Cook-off. Chilies will be judged by those in attendance, 
and prizes will be awarded for 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place. 

A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex for Chilies 
and other items that will be needed for the Cook-off. 
Donations will be collected to support the Northwest 
Food Pantry. 

CWC Convention, April 26-27, 2019 

CWC Convention -The Michigan State Convention of 
Christian Women Connection is Friday and Saturday, 
April 26-27, 2019, at the Holiday Inn of Midland.  
Speaker will be Crystal Colp, ordained minister on the 
staff at St. Joseph Church of God.  Tonja Henry from 
Joseph Campau Church of God in Detroit will lead 
worship. The theme is The Great Harvest taken from 

Matthew 9:37.  Registration money is due Sunday, 

March 24.  See information is in the Narthex, or contact 
Jean Lerch. 

 

The Trustee Board is planning a Church Work Day for 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9:00 AM to Noon. 

There will be opportunities both indoor and 
outdoor and much help is needed! 

Give just a few Saturday hours to help keep our 
church building and grounds attractive and well 
maintained. A sign-up sheet will be available soon. 



 

Northwest Food Pantry 

 

We continue to collect items for the Northwest Food 
Pantry. For the month of March, Faith United is 

collecting vegetables and fruit. Many other food 

items and non food items are also needed. Thank you 
for your continued support.  
We are looking for people to serve on the board on 

the Northwest Food Pantry. It is very important for each 
church to provide a member to the board. We meet once 
every other month throughout the school year and we 
have summers off. We have found that when a church 
has a member on the board, the churches participation 
goes up, because the church is aware of the needs of the 
pantry. You be would surprised at all the untapped 
potential that is in your church waiting to be asked or 
get involved. Please consider this opportunity to serve 
the Lord. 
We are looking for volunteers to help at the pantry on 

Wednesday and Fridays. If you would like to volunteer 
(February - April), give us a call at 616-451-4036 and 
ask for Sarah. 
We also need people with trucks who are willing to 

pick up food on an as needed basis. Please consider 
donation of your truck and time. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
Sarah 

Cochren & Co. – May 18 & 19 

May 18 – The group, Cochren & Co., will be in concert 
at Orchard View Church of God at 7 pm. 

Orchard View Church of God 
2777 Leffingwell Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525 
616-361-1669 

May 19 – Cochren & Co. will be in concert and leading 

worship here at Faith United on Sunday morning, 

May 19 at 10 am. This is a great opportunity to bring 
guests for great music and an uplifting concert! 

Bio 

 

Michael Cochren is a singer/songwriter and worship 
leader from southern Indiana. His music tells stories of 
hope, grace, and second chances. A large variety of 
artists such as Billy Joel, Needtobreathe, and Ray 
Charles have impacted his American piano driven pop 
soul sound.  

In the summer of 2011, Michael began writing and 
touring both solo and with a band of his musician 
friends. With the release of his first EP, and the help of 
some regional radio play in southern Indiana, Michael 
found himself performing across the Midwest; further 
developing his sound.  In 2014, Michael Cochren began 
touring with his band under the name Cochren & 

Company (stylized Cochren & Co.). opening for artists 
such as Newsboys, Crowder, Jeremy Camp, NF, We Are 
Messengers and many more. 

Cochren & Co. signed to TobyMac's Gotee Records in 
2018, releasing two singles "Church (Take Me Back)" 
and "Grave" in November.  Cochren & Co. is opening 
the TobyMac & Diverse City Theater Tour along with 
Ryan Stevenson in the Fall of 2018. 

A FREE will offering will be received to help cover 
their expenses with coming to Michigan. Invite your 
family and friends! 

For more information: https://michaelcochren.com/ 

Join us for these great worship experiences! 



 

Children, Youth and Adult Classes 

 

CHILDREN 

� Infant (Newborn up to 2 year olds) 
Teacher: Connie Evans 
Subs: Mary Irving & Jean Estebez 

� Toddlers (2 - 3 year olds)  
Teachers: Erika Irving and Velvet Lerch 

� Pre-K - 3rd Grade (4 years - 3
rd
 grade) 

Teachers: Carol Cutter and Heather Bessinger 
Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

YOUTH 

� Ted’s Tweens (4
th
 - 7

th
 grades) 

Teacher: Ted Evans 
Sub: Tonya Mashue 
Studying: “Book of Luke” 
by Luke 

Class meets in room #3 on the lower level 

� Youth Class (7
th
 - 12

th
 grades) 

� Teacher: To Be Determined 
Subs: To Be Determined 
Class meets in room #4 on the lower level 

ADULT 

� Adult Bible Class 
Teachers: Michele Paulin and Millard Knapp 
Studying: NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
2018-2019, edited by Ronald L. Nickelson 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Bridges Class 
Teachers: Millard Knapp and Jean Lerch 
Studying: Adult Bridges Curriculum 
Class meets in the west end of the Fellowship Hall 

� Christian Topics Class 
Teachers: Mark Peterson & Judy Kerwin 
Studying: “The Ten Commandments: How Our 
Most Ancient Moral Text Can Renew Modern Life” 

by David Hazony 

Class is meeting in the center of the Fellowship Hall 

� Foundations Class 
Teachers: Ryan and Becki Simpson, 
and Steve Shick 
Studying: “The Jesus Questions” 
by Sam Gutierrez 

Class meets in the Narthex 

� “X” Pulpit Class 
Teachers: Marcia and Garrett Holleman 
Sub: Janice Ertle 
Studying: “Anxious for Nothing” 
by Max Lucado 

Class meets in room #2 on the lower level 

Cancellation Guidelines 

The winter months are upon us and there may be times 
when we have to cancel services or meetings due to 
weather conditions. In case of severe weather, please do 
the following: 

• Call the church office. Our voicemail system will 
tell you if we are canceling. 

• You may also tune to TV channels 8, 13 and 17. We 
will attempt to have cancellation information 
available on their news bulletins. 

 

March Nursery Volunteers 

 
Infant 

  3 – Carol & Patti Cutter 
10 – Janice Ertle & Pat Leigh 
17 – Mary Irving & Diane Banka 
24 – Chad & Jenny Morris 
31 – Judy Kerwin & Karen Stevens 

Toddler 

  3 – Connie Evans & Jolie Stanton 
10 – Kathy Van Dyke & Jodi Stanton 
17 – Amy Blauw & Erika Irving 
24 – Andy & Brittany Lerch 
31 – Ryan & Becki Simpson 

Please contact Deb Ankrum if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. 

Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for articles to be turned into the church office 
for the April 2019 edition of FAITHNews is Tuesday, 
March 19, 2019. Thank you! 

 



 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids, MI  49544-9431 
 Phone (616) 784-5060 / Fax 784-9141 
 Church Website: http://www.faithunitedcog.org 

Church Staff 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Brian Hansen (blhansen11@gmail.com) 
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Plants (secretary@faithunitedcog.org) 
Church Custodian: Karen Stevens 
Kids Hope USA Director: Judy Hewett Kerwin (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Parish Nursing Program 
Judy Hewett Kerwin, R.N. (judyhewett@comcast.net) 

Living Link Missionaries 
Alfonso & Elizabeth Ayala (Belize) 
Daniel & Christy Kihm (Netherlands) 

Sundays 
10:00 AM Celebration of Worship 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

 


